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Slide HeadingWho and where are we?

• Staff of approx 200• Staff of approx. 200
• Canberra, headquarters and 

home to
• Arc Cinema, storage vaultsg
• Sydney and Melbourne offices
• State access centres in State 

Libraries



Slide HeadingStrategic Objectives

National leadership• National leadership

Collections knowledge and connection with the• Collections, knowledge and connection with the 
public

• Inspiring experiences, engagement and learning

• NFSA is known for valuing partnerships

• Innovative people and a creative NFSA
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Total holdings: 1 421 000 items*

R d dRecorded 
Sound
252,000

Moving 
Image 

345,000

DocumentsDocuments 
and 

Artifacts
 824,000



Slide HeadingWhat do we collect? 

Works produced in Australia and by Australians andWorks produced in Australia and by Australians, and 
international works which have influenced Australian 
life and culture

Moving ImageMoving Image
SoundSound
 Radio and satellite broadcasts Radio and satellite broadcasts 
 MusicMusic

g gg g
 Film & VideoFilm & Video
 TelevisionTelevision
 Digital and New MediaDigital and New Media

 MusicMusic
 Sound artSound art
 Oral history interviewsOral history interviews

S k dS k d
gg

 Spoken wordSpoken word

Documents and ArtefactsDocuments and ArtefactsDocuments and ArtefactsDocuments and Artefacts
 PhotographsPhotographs
 PostersPosters
 Paper based records: scripts, manuscripts, private andPaper based records: scripts, manuscripts, private andp p , p , pp p , p , p

production papers, publicity, scrapbooks, clippingsproduction papers, publicity, scrapbooks, clippings
 Artefacts and audiovisual equipmentArtefacts and audiovisual equipment



Slide HeadingGuiding principlesg p p

NFSA i tNFSA aspires to:
Be the world’s premier archive of Australian film, sound and emerging 
new media cultural heritage

NFSA mission is:
To excite people’s curiosity and inspire their creativity through an 
informed understanding of Australian film, sound and emerging new 
media heritage, its cultural diversity and significance

Curatorial
Charter

Acquisition Preservation

Interpretation,

outreach and access



Slide HeadingWe support creativity and research

Scholars and Artists in ResidenceScholars and Artists in Residence



Slide HeadingInspiring creativity

Research and fellowshipsp

• Scholars and Artists in Residence (SAR) Fellowships

• CEO Fellowship

• Indigenous Research Fellowship

• Internship Program

A Li k G• Arc Linkage Grants

• Staff Research• Staff Research



Slide HeadingNew Creator‐Performers

Michelle OutramMichelle Outram

• SAR Fellowship 2006• SAR Fellowship 2006

• Not the Sound Bite!



Slide HeadingNew Creator‐Performers

Elizabeth LeaElizabeth Lea

• SAR Fellowship 
2009 and 
subsequent 21 
birds (image onbirds (image on 
right)

I t f• Impact of 
touring 1920s 
dance artists

• Footage –
artists inspiredartists inspired 
by India
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Slide HeadingNew Creator‐Performers

Robert DavidsonRobert Davidson

• SAR Fellowship 2008

• Voice portraits – NFSA archived recordings of 
A t liAustralians

• Topology of Australians – video clipTopology of Australians  video clip



Slide HeadingAustralia’s Silent Film Festival

• For the Term of His Natural Life (Norman Dawn, Australia, 1927)

• Restored 1981 – Palm Court Orchestra

• Silent Film• Silent Film 
Festival 
Screening,

11 S b11 September

– Colin Orford 
(image on( g

right)



Slide HeadingThe Corrick Project

L th W ll Ph i l Th t C• Legs on the Wall, Physical Theatre Company

• Use of NFSA held Corrick Collection – 140 films ‐• Use of NFSA held Corrick Collection  140 films 
1901‐1914
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• Corrick family

• 1902‐07 – Touring Australia

• 1907‐14 – Touring internationally



Slide HeadingCorrick Film Collection, 1901‐1914

• Jan 1901 – move to film

• Leonard Corrick, projectionist

• Films from France, USA, UK, Italy, Australia

• Drama, comedy, chase, trick, scenic, actuality

• Leonard Corrick, filmmaker



Slide HeadingCorrick Film Collection since 1914

• Keeping the films

• Films reach NFSA

• Corrick Film Preservation

• Pordenone Film Festival partnership



Slide HeadingSydney Festival, Legs on the Wall

• New life for Corrick Films

• Jan 2010 – workshopping The Conjurer’s Lottery

• Combines film with performance

• Integrates

Corrick familyy

players story
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• 17 October – Rehearsals

J 2011 P i S d F ti l• January 2011 – Premiere – Sydney Festival

February March• February‐March

– Perth

InternationalInternational

Arts Festival
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• The Conjurer’s Lottery as partnership

• New works pitched at young, contemporary 
audience

• Changing

perception

of archives


