
VICTORIAN COLLECTIONS

Digital preservation and g p

community participation

Georgia MelvilleGeorgia Melville
Peta Knott



Victorian CollectionsVictorian Collections

Digitally preserve and share collections throughout ourDigitally preserve and share collections throughout our 
state

Forge both physical and online links and make existing 
links strongerg
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Two Separate Initiativeso Sepa ate t at es
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One Joint Initiative - Victorian CollectionsOne Joint Initiative Victorian Collections

Reference Group
A t Vi t iArts Victoria
DPCD regional teams
Royal Historical Society of Victoria
Heritage Victoria
Conservation VolunteersConservation Volunteers
Veterans Heritage Unit
Public Records Office of Victoria
Collections Australia Network
NZ Museums



Victorian Collections

Leaning on and making existing projects stronger

Strengthening relationships between peak bodies that 
form part of the state’s collecting communityform part of the state s collecting community



VICTORIAN COLLECTIONS

• From the Small

VICTORIAN COLLECTIONS 
Cataloguing capabilities

From the Small 
Museums Cataloguing 
Manual

O f• One worksheet for all 
collection items -
objects, images and 
documentsdocuments

• Records can be 
private or public



Vi t i C ll tiVictorian Collections
Networking and interaction (web 2.0)

Online Forums



Victorian Collections

• Pilot program: September 2010 to June 2011p g p
• Soft launch: February 2011
• Public launch: June 2011Public launch: June 2011



Two major hurdles to digital cataloguing

• Low resources
Free system and loaned equipment

• Perceived and real complexity of the digital realm
Free face-to-face training and online & phone support



Victorian Collections

A solid platform for small organisations to begin their 
di it l t l i ddigital cataloguing endeavours



Pilot Groups

• Manual to digital catalogue
K t l• Keen to learn

• Variety of community groups
• Diverse range of collections
• Metro and regional Victoria



Map of Pilot Groups



Preliminary Data Worksheet



Cataloguing Training

• Why Catalogue?
H dli bj t• Handling objects

• Labelling objects
• Collection Policies
• Significance
• Copyright
• Photo requirements
• Cataloguing resources



Hands-on Skills

• Handling objects
Di it l Ph t h• Digital Photography



Step-by-Step CataloguingStep by Step Cataloguing

• Cataloguing fieldsCataloguing fields
• Consistent formatting and terminology



Preliminary Data Worksheet



Project Statistics

131 objects catalogued88 participants9 training sessions27 pilot organisations



VICTORIAN COLLECTIONSVICTORIAN COLLECTIONS
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Chair from http://www.beechworth.com/burkemus/
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Th k t th k b di f th i tThanks to the peak bodies for their support
and pilot groups for being the guinea pigs!

Georgia and Peta with SurfWorld Museum workers


