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What is Snapshots of Remote Communities?
• Initiated by the National Museum of Australia in 2003, Snapshots of 

Remote Communities is a partnership venture between:

– National Museum of Australia

– Regional museums and galleries

– Regional and remote primary schools

• Students document their communities through photographs.

• Photographs are exhibited at a school exhibition, 
collaborative exhibition at the local museum or gallery, and an 
online exhibition – Snapshots website.



Main Aims and Objectives

• To explore and depict the diversity of Australian cultures and 
identities through investigating the history and uniqueness of 
their local community. 

• To share and support the voices, photographs and 
stories of young people through exhibitions.

• To build relationships between schools and local museums and 
the National Museum of Australia.



History of Project

• Initiated and managed by the National Museum of Australia 
Education, the Snapshots project began in 2003.

• Each year a new remote region in Australia is selected and 
applications are sought from schools in the region. 

– 2003/04 New South Wales and Tasmania
– 2005/06 Northern Territory
– 2007 Victoria
– 2008 South Australia
– 2009 Queensland
– 2010 Western Australia



National Museum role

• financially support, mentor and celebrate with students and 
teachers throughout the project, eventually providing a national 
forum for their stories and photographs on the museum’s website.

• draw cultural institutions in the states and territories into 
partnerships.

• provides a flexible curriculum based unit of work for 
teachers.



Partner Institution role

• The aim of the partnership is to develop lasting relationships with 
educators in museums and galleries across Australia. 

• Involves a transfer of knowledge and skills in meeting the 
needs and expectations of regional primary schools around 
Australia.

• Partner institutions provide significant local expertise in the 
selection of schools, negotiating agreements, and visiting 
communities.

• Fostering greater, sustainable relationships between partner 
institutions and local schools.



Some Partner Institutions



Remote School role
• The project provides a platform to represent and support young 

peoples’ voices at the National Museum in actively shaping 
knowledge and representations of Australian communities.  

• Students select and photograph parts of their community: local 
characters and home life, natural features or historical landmarks, and 
daily life in a rural community.

• The project has links across the curriculum including social 
studies, visual arts, media and technology, and civics and citizenship.

• The project encourages links between schools and productive 
ongoing partnerships with cultural institutions.



Schools and their Communities

• Eungella State School, Queensland, recorded oral histories, 
photographs, and digital films as part of a ‘Step Back in Time’ event. 

• Kondinin Primary School, Western Australia, are displaying their 
exhibition in conjunction with the town celebrating its Centenary in 
2010.

• Tambellup Primary School, Western Australia, are expanding their 2009 
oral history project ‘Stories of the People of Tambellup’.



Outcomes: School Exhibition

• Students create an exhibition about, and for, their 
community.

• Students become curators, exhibition designers, publicity officers, 
marketing and sponsorship officers and public programs staff. 

• The exhibitions are thoughtful and inspiring celebrations of 
the students’ work and communities. 

• Community exhibitions are well attended by families and 
community members.
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Bloomsbury State School in Mackay region, Queensland. 



Bloomsbury is located about one hour north of Mackay, on the way to Townsville and Cairns. The theme of the work by the students was 'My Bloomsbury' and all of their photographs, paintings, lino prints, and installations of their favourite things in and around Bloomsbury. 

The exhibition was held in the Memorial Hall at Bloomsbury so that members of the community could come and view, and even purchase! some of the work on display. 
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Queenscliff, southeast of Geelong in Victoria.



Queenscliff is small school located on the Bellarine Peninsula, which has embraced the Reggio Emilia philosophy of teaching over the past two years. This philosophy of student directed learning was an ideal support for the Snapshots project and students’ investigations. Queenscliff Primary’s exhibition was on display in a local art gallery and the evening opening was a large community event. Students combined photographs, 2 and 3 dimensional visual arts, digital media and objects to showcase their perspective on the Queenscliff community. Approximately 60 people attended the exhibition launch. 
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Alice Springs



Having travelled to Adelaide River the previous day to enable an early start on Tuesday, we travelled first to the Douglas Daly Research farm and School, which is approximately 4 hours south west of Darwin by road.  We spent the morning with the students of the 5/6/7 class who participated in the project and were shown some of the work the students had done towards their exhibition. The Adelaide River School exhibition will be displayed at the Adelaide River Show in July and afterwards will move to the local Railway Heritage Museum. 

Kate and I travelled a further two hours out to Douglas Daly School, situated on Douglas Daly Research Station and with an enrolment of five students. Parents and community members were invited and to a multimedia presentation explaining what they had learned about the community’s history, places and agricultural industries before viewing the photos.



Outcomes: Regional Museum Exhibition

• Schools contribute to a collaborative, regional exhibition 
showcasing the Snapshots project. 

• This provides an opportunity for a wider audience to experience 
and engage with the students’ voices.

• Partner institutions have appreciated this opportunity to interact 
with students and schools in their communities in creating a 
combined exhibition.
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Artspace Mackay, Queensland
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Geelong Gallery
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Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory



Outcome: Snapshots Website

• Students choose 40 photos to represent their community in an 
online exhibition, the Snapshots website. 

• Photographs from previous years are exhibited online at the 
Snapshots of Remote Communities website at 
www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/community/snapshots/snapshots. 
Students can use the website in subsequent years and for 
documenting their community.

http://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/community/snapshots/snapshots




“I thoroughly enjoyed the program - it was a challenge for me but I 
learnt a lot and enjoyed it. The students got a lot out of it and really 
enjoyed things; it reinforced their knowledge of the local community”. 

Teacher Michael Cacciola from Oakenden State School, 
Queensland

Teacher’s Reflection



“We learned that we have so many beautiful things in our community 
that we didn’t know about before…cities forget about the little places 
and think we just don’t matter but this [exhibition] shows we’re just as 
important as them.”

Chelsea, aged 11, a Year 6 student from Tasmania

Student’s Reflection
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“Ned and Ida having lunch, droving”

Marra Creek, NSW
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“Linda, Tannisha, Cheyenne and Ellie waiting for the weekly mail plane”. 

Laramba, NT 
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Students went to some great lengths to take their photographs. Students from Dundula State School stood for hours in Baker’s Creek School waiting for a train to pass by so that they could take their photograph – an adventurous feat when Baker’s Creek sometimes has crocodiles. 
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